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A museum city for wide area and its basic

premises of planning
-—A case study of Planning for La Villette in 19e,
Parls —

On this essay.the author Introduces the outline of
the premises of planning for futuristic wide area
museum clty In Paris, called La Villette; museum of
sclence and Industry.
Participated architects and deslgners were given
these perfectly rescarched voluminous premises at
the International deslgn competltion for thls
museum In 1982, and also the author points out
"How is the Interdesclplinary cultural facllities in
our days alming at human exchange and .
creation"which based on the 1dea of ECO MUSEE.
The baslc premises are as follows;
[ . Philosophy for park planning: current situation
and prospects
II. The Parc de la Villette s part of a continuing
history
IIl. A grest project integrating town planning and
cultural Innovation
IV. Zones of contact between the site and
surrounding dlstricts
V. Symbollc zone and functlon for the
community
VI. Offering experlence and pleasure In urbanity
Vil. A poetic park with aesthetlc unity but without
nostalgia. An expression of our modern times.
Furthermore, the detalled and objective data has
shown that may conslder as the basis of a deslgn of
which Is not seen in Japan. It s also the feature of
this park museum to be almed at the youth and the

adult who constltue the soclal core.

1. Geotechnical descriptlon of the ground (a.
Climatology: ex.wind direction and speed for 20
years, b.Vegetatlon: kind and distributlon of
glass and trees, c.Soll and landscape, existing
bulldings on the site)

2. Populatlon; data of structure by age and
nationallties

3. Population; data of workers and thelr favorite
actlvitles in this area

4. Intercommunicatlon of people in this area, thelr
common pattern of movement

5. Transport: data of urban transport. ex.metro
lines, bus services etc.

"ECO MUSﬁE"does not mean only "keeping and
making an area into a museum as it Is”, but by
thinklng comprehenstvely the nature and soclal
environment of the reglon, and then making actlve
museum organization which glves people's
participation and offers a creative place. That s
"ECO MUSEE".

In our country, It 1sn't the same as French modem
cultural facllities’ case.

As usual, they are authoritarian/mono~
stands/glven priority to hard ware and so-called
"box-like facillties”. We can find good example of
today's practlcal wide area museum like "La Villette"
in Parls. It was designed based on premlses from
bird's eve view, so It can be succeeded in promote
cooperation of people and construct an organlzation
by soft priority as a result. The fearure of this
museum Is setting user as youth and the adult who
construct a soclal core. From now, especially on the
occasion of the design of a public museurn open-
armed people. 1t Is Indispensable the adminlstratlon
slde should have fully understood the Idea of the
museology and show premises clearly which
represents the area from varous angles.

Finally, It is surely necessity at people who
concerned with museum planning, such as
architect, deslgner, management person in
museum, flne-arts historian and crtic, to study and
practice In museology. So the establishment of
*college of museology" Is required in Japan
Immed!ately.
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Editor's Postscript

The National Museum of Modern Art,
Tokyo, where the AICA offices are located, 1s
being remodeled, and we took this as an
occasion to put out an issue of our journal
dealing with the problems of the art museum.

The art museum is often referred to as a box,
but some of these boxes make a strong
statement through their outside sppearance
and many have been changed on the inside to
match the many dramatic changes taking
place in the concepts and styles of art. Itis
necessary to consider the backstage facilities-
research space and facilities for the curators,
storage, passageways for bringing in and
taking out artworks, restaurant, and museum
shop as well as the close link between
hardware and software. For the discussion
that leads off this issue, we invited Masahiro
Aoki of the Toyoda Clty Art Museumn and
AICA members Jun'icht Shioda of the Museum
of Contemporary Art, Tokyo and Natsuko
Kusanag!, who served as chair. In their
conversation, they effectively ralse the major

{ssues. Yoichi Ijjima, architecture critic,
questions the meaning of the box itself in the
present age. Examples of conditions in non
Japanesc museums are also presented. This
issue provedes an opportunity to consider the
problems of art museums from various angles.
Yoshie Yoshlda
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