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The Shanghai Biennlae 2000
Toshio Shimizu

The Shanghai Biennale 2000 was held
fromNovember 6, 2000 to January 6, 2001 at

The Shanghai Art Museum of Shanghai City inits new
and old wings. | was invited as one of the three
artistic directors toorganize this first exhibition of
international contemporary art in China. Itwas the
first exhibition of this kind organized by a Chinese
governmentinstitution in the 50 years’ history of
People’ s Republic of China.

This exhibition was the third edition ofthe Shanghai
Biennale. In fact the Shanghai Art Museum started a
series oflarge exhibition as Shanghai Biennale in
1996. The first Biennale has shownChinese oil
paintings. Besides paintings, two installation works
by Chineseartists living in France and in USA have
been shown. The second edition washeld in 1998
showing Chinese ink paintings of Chinese artists
working in Chinaand outside of China. Yet from the
beginning the Shanghai Art Museumn had
aperspective that the third Biennale should be a real

international exhibitioninviting artists from the world.

They expected that Shanghai, the largest
financial,commercial, and cultural city in China,
should be also the first city in Chinaorganizing such
an ambitious exhibition opening Chinese cultural
scene to theworld.

I participated in the first Biennale in1996 where |
have given a lecture about contemporary Japanese
art. Then lorganized an exhibition of Japanese artists
in 1998 in the Shanghai Art Museumshowing Hiroshi
Sugimoto, Mariko Mori, Tatsuo Miyazima, Nobuyoshi
Araki andothers. It was to demonstrate to Chinese
people a high level contemporary artof the world in
the perspective of preparing a future international
exhibitionscheduled in 2000.

For the Biennale of 2000, | started to workas a
member of an organizing committee and then | was
nominated as an artisticdirector together with two
young Chinese art critics, Zhang Qing and Hou
Hanru.We have selected 67 artists in total including
30 artists from Asia, Africa,North America, Oceania,
and Europe. During the opening ceremony a group
ofinternational critics (M. Perre Restany, M. Yusuke
Nakahara and others) awardedUNESCO prize to M.

Lee Ufan, and other three artists.

Different government and non-
governmentorganizations and private companies and
people helped the project financiallyand spiritually.
We appreciate very much their support. | believe that
alipeople contributed to development of cultural
exchange between China and therest of the world
and also to evolution of Chinese art and culture in

nearfuture.
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On autonomy of art

Shigeo CHIBA

| would like to respond to Ichiro HARIU's comment
on some of my writings in order to “evoke a polemic
between art aritics over the latent conflict
concerning art concept” in line with his words. The
point of the "conflict concerning art concept” lies in
the absence of social themes (subjects)and message
in current art works, which would be summarized
with the crucial issue, "absence of autonomy of art".

Ichiro HARIU is a critic who has been concerned not
only with cultural events including fine art and
litterature, but also with social and political problems.
According to HARIU, autonemy of art is "something
that an artist should acquire by himself through a
battle against social censorship and taboos, by
presenting all the possible political, economic, social
and cultural issues by proper means of artistic
exprssion”. Thus, from his viewpoint, autonomy of
art is nothing but liberty of art inits social o
insitutional sense. However, | believe that there is
another meaning in autonomy of art, which comes
from the nature of art itsel.

Art, or fine art more exactly, is a prduct of the
imagination. It is not a matter based on this real
world but a "cosa mentale(mental matter)",
Therefore, fine art could exist apart from the the
society as an expression independent of the reality.
Phenomenologically speaking, there are three modes
of existence for the consciousness of human beings:
perception, thought and imagination. It is the third,
imagination, that distinguishes human beings from
other kinds of animals, and simultaneously causes a
fundamental contradiction for human beings.
Imagination is a form of alienation. That is why fine
art could be independent of reality and autonomous
in the realm of imagination.

Then, what is the basis of the existence of fine
art? | experience a painting, alone, apart from my
daily life, the reality, and even from the artist who
realized the painting. To appreciate an art work is to
experience an imaginary world. |think that this is
something that establishes a reason for the
existence of fine art, even if | cannot find any
practical meaning or purpose in this experience.
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In addition, there is another different aspect of the
autonomy of art. A so-called "theme (subject)” is
sometimes involved in a "way of expression", and
vice versg, when the theme of the painting is, for
example, "composition made of color/ form" , or
when the theme forms one of the expressive
elements of the painting. In that case, the painting
becomes a pure compasition, a unique way of
expression, which makes an autonomous, exclusive
world on the level of art.

An artist devotes himself to the realization of his
own world, alone in his studio, eliminating any other
things, including his political, ecomomic, social and
cultural concemns, from his mind. His solitary
experience of producing the world corresponds to
that of solitary viewers who view his work. Andit is
this solitude that stimulates me to say something
about fine art. | believe that a social meaning of fine
art could be found in the existence of this solitude of
human beings. We became human beings by
obtaining consciousness. It was also the moment of
birth for our existential contradiction, that is, the
origin of the fundamental alienation, which we are
doomed to live with. Fine art, which is a pruduct of
the imagination, is in fact the most symbolic
representation of this alienation, which is
unavoidable and essential for human beings.

Y ORI ICEB,

BR &

7 0L, RFOXHMEDODH, MAL
B/ ROGWBBICIETF27N - T— P
2= T FOFITICL 2> TRENTHERN
BEBYUEKERIT STORELOPICRYAE
haF&icsmeLr, 7080 €7 Fa
FZIRIZRLDRITICHTIRBELTRDN
L8 0FERIMD—a— - RA T4 VM. 6
0ERDXA - KOV IEAMLEEHEHERRNE
BoO—mELTIRATNS, Ehilklc, BR
DHHEN - HENBBHTRTELLTLICE
h, bhbhO#FODBIILOPRLICOVR
EHTUEHL6 0 FREDKILIZCDT< 68~
6 QEDKERRL L7 0FORFANSOR
FLUBOLHNEDOP T, REROIESTEAD
P () OEHICEOrEHOAYE-CERIR
ThiFLLoh, Fo<bhERE<Z>TL
ok, TRTOMELRFERICHHEN->TE
5E53HbDMh—,

LEOANERNT, BLWERESBIZ. ChE
TORELEMTE ¢ bia<. BREAMUET
&I, POTHDERBENT CTICR LEIT ARG
DONRSYAAEFREBRE>TNBICT &I,
BEDRRAY—R—2ayORWIHIYICHRK
MTMBEHFULRMERELAVWIEL. 9
OFRICHERBEDXEEOBNALF U~
BIRERET. SZCBLWEAEORERROE
BRBTDODENRLDES D,

TR BEERED<C D] ELSHRZVE
FERBEESNS S EREN. BFEARZ#E
ElcLieky IR, ZR—-Y, ¥RIERBLE
HARICL>TEXABNEREERDOT T, EF
BhRETET#S. WEDPHERFONEBZIC
EIAMOURTTSHT L HERZFRTO LKL
W, EEERHPTFLEICERENIRET
BESOFICEINDNE. ZICHAXEHOD
OTREL. FAVAPI-AYNERLLETS

19



HRLKICHETAIHREN>TLNVESD,
BEAOBH LBAFOMICASNATEIELR
OBBYIRESICDON,. LWEPanyt—-a
v (EVFaZUFLHAY) EVWSHEBFEDOH LI
HROBEMIERLEL TEL, EMIOED L
GRHTHSEEMBICBMENNITEREVR
TSRO L TEELVARE, BT, 747>
FA4T 4 E?2 BTN FFROTBERZMOP
TCHOTATF T4 T4 38%ICERENIKRZLR
HTRHD3H. FhH<BE>ENIH—DHB
EIEICEIT TR - Eftahsd &iCahid,
EHEFROABO U RAREITRENSIEYSX
2QELVWHABEESTELRALTIIEN,
FTAF T4 7« OEBLYR<EMMD> HEST
TRENGEDBRALLNATS DI, VD
B Pa— - Ko - R—ATHME TERMNE
(97-98) & IFUSEK (01) THo.
#ICHRERLA_AOBRRKREEL T, it
SERSICMBAZNEDITIRENV<EN>OR
TEDOREEMH L.

| TEDGRIR— - —AMRL LMITTSE
g, bEbEv-JFNTHLIRFHENRR
RELOBROMEKICZUVZIDIDIINGN, N
-, TN7, v ZZANERANDIBSOBEKN
EARBICBIT - ZTRMLAEICEL, TORRIT
- EREHICEEEATHAD, A Ea—%
—DAR—AR—- TR RHFEOA -0 324
S aysEEEbE. DEIRESOMELE
#l OXEJ - K— RKUr—)Lo IMERELR
M) (YRS F1, 20 mai 1996) &
WIEFHEHLEVAVFEEREZNIE L,
. BAOEEMEBPD TV v ZICE>TARR
EFBCENBEORMMBBADDOMBEDLRE
U, £, F5B8ICHHr->THS5>TIRES.
RFR. B, {FK. AWK, THICARRK, F
RIRTHIUMRCRYBRE2HDT, ZICHR
FER/ONTXILKREEHMT S LELEW,

BARBBALNT SMiE (TR AXORRIL
EUREMCETRAL, RICENTNALEA
{LEMERBES ENDECRO . RUNE
ROMATRABEYT S ERAKIC. 8 0FAIC
A>THRHDWDO LD CHY LB KORERY
TOMAICERML T, ATINERIIMATR
BRHELYERARRT SHARLIILDE, &2
3L, ThETRERCALROERIMANBX

OREBTH>LEKFEABE T ICEKTF T HRE
KS5NOHABLALELICRE:, KFBEBIOF
hoDEALBAME NS MRRERNEH, RE
RAOBR2ZRYNNDWEITS VR TTay
JicaRENBICOh, HhDOTOTZ AU hRED
Avh V—K-BEMEF LS —"EBOT
Wokekdc, REAGBANLBVWPSNBI LI
Bof. KTNMENE-/-BED, HREORE
HIBOEEL. ESBROAZERUEES ¥R
AREICEELTVS,

MRABBORANMURERTUEINTILSD &
S5E10FEXAEALE, BARRIOBE. &
OBTHRER. 9 AFCONRRK. FRR&R
DERZIENR. BhorEBRICHAZZNATY
5, E2BIhSORHLT M. RXICHEE - REY
AFREVOSMB2ORERHMEFVEBOEE
HMEOLTHAES, B, ThioKRU Lk
WO F(LBBMBRICRATNS,

HEBSEMATR. BREDMMLZILEENR
AFMTIE RARE) R, ARBRUCRERNRT
2 THLEE BrRBEERATNS, RAXR
(1959-) . H#LBE (1962-) &bIC7AVA
TEH<REBESHAHOBERS M N, ENO
A AEROBEA2LEVRVFV¥SI4
—~ Yy XEFDLDOBRTERTRNORERTE
BELIThiEASmwWonh E0ERIRIIEE
BRUNAEWN, TOULAEBVFEERMNELLIL
ULH-EPORRAWREMITTSE. HOTTS
YADHREBOERLEZSHN-> BAER LR
BEOESAHAEIFICHEEEIOHEE L RS
1o TL B, NTVYvY - F—hOREENDE
BU, A9FRFrORTYSIICT7— FERL
ATHEED ETABBRRENRARRTEORR
ERRICENBEBETHHODLBRICBELOD
RRICHIVDEYTRPHEN, BOSOERER
EMIIMATEOD, TXHDIERE. 20%FLLE
HECHALAEZIEa—F— -7 — b DE
YUEBRRBLEGNIC, OO AHAKREE
WHSBRZEITTHS, BREKFERFICE 5N
BRI ENT 5DILBAORE,

MREBHTH, ARTEHEE®RZMN. Dhd
NAED—DOBMERRBICER ZHENTET
H-oTHhiL, 20 EL LK LRME. TRME
REEISNF—2RDDITTVDDTIIARL,
B AETHIHEHNROBICCE-_DOOZM

20



OHERENHS. TEONIENTHh (TN
M) BORICAREZRMHL, JVERZEZMAH
A EEMBEEOFATIRL, IREMED
BTIONDEELY, EOHICIRAMIME
BREAMENLEBIRDOSNSESD. HR
ERALLVBRERBICERTEREICAS -
MREHY 2720

70ROV, EXFRARELTHELD
@ foBRETRAOSEICATEMERH>RY,
FHOELART [EEN] OFEMAERREIC
&S5 ERBOLM,. S 0EHR -6 0FRICTER
LTOWERXEERLS TTICE—RMoRE,
BEMEXEV S EMEEZOMETULMM
BiLhhba Lidizhol, B Y4B,
FOUENEMOBRICHMEIbDEBNARLTY
r—.

BIL=—-ATHETSHT754 (1930, Fx
2&Eh) OFEKFEFBICEVCONIFENT
HoTHnL, TS ENI 6O, HITWD
SHPEHERLL TS, FM - BEHSDH
TldAB<. HBEDZ RN L ORMERAS R
wALRBUE, LEVBC—ADIU-5Y—%
BITANSRA L. LUDITIOERIZAS
TR ERAZNIIUDIFHENRITUIEOHR
REE2URETHo .

NE. QSRS SEREFLIBNICEE
TEHERE_FETH->TVS, TOLBEROD
BYICHERMMS M EEBRINDr—Abi<
idlxmor=s. WS &3Rhok, atfh—,
HBEFAHOMBICASTHS 2 SFLULEL, O
FHARNSEYTACEARGELRRESRA DT
TW355, hBBOBRMNZIATELLNIRE
H BREFEICEEEVSLESELNDD, &
bHh, EROEBRTSa €T SMABL—b
ICRAZh, ThE2B=ZXICEAZRBOSBL
S, #IFHLAERBREERS ICALEVERENS
KBS TLES>ACELERTIOEERE,
. thEbyU TR, BEFHRERERRS
icoh, BEOWRMETHKEOMAELTLHER
ELBEOXLEES LED BN,

EMT 5L REOIATI/ARDOPT, it
REEEOLDOHEDYISZON. BRICHIBA
F—brAS— (RERE) £RYETHERES

B5OHERICEROEHITHDIC, B,
B0 TEERGEl 24-T L,
STOAOBE=9 VAR (5 TEAMW) .
EgE=4 BN (8 1EMN) . BEMknS
=M+EE (8 0SFFM) £HRIIC. R/ITHOHOD
O—Th355 CTRALALETGA 8mDEE
VHLREBTHD. SOAR-RAERSICEARR
DS PPOREREL EDOEREESYIENS
ERCIRRITESESENREHMELTTHL,
EMo L RKLHPOEED. SADLIICHAY
LNSRB L digo k. 753080 5%
ACERTAIRME RS ERLEROBREDLE
LT, B DEEFEFT . TOLRTARL
FHEROEKMBOETNRISEN., Zvbh, B
[ &

21



F R ERKA =
BILEE

ARV ROFMEMRKL. 10A10BTL
RAtADOiE S, FEB4R.

BEEIR1916EHARETN, EFRAPLEER
h, RRERT. BEXLCHHLM, 1953F
PORNEAILEARFEMICEL T, ARRE, 9
HEVEREREEZECL. REERIFROH
FEAHREHBERL191FETIEMYPH SN
. BEATORFRREMONAFA=F7LLTHK
GERL. TOATEREARMESDA4NS
Bbhi=, ¥BIC TAFOFI& R (EonER
KUTME 2 ENH D,

REPRRARLXA/ L LTI, 1962FDAF
S IRLICMERL. BEARY T4 OAOREZE
ROHSERNANRTEL-MBOREIC—R, &
< BETORSPEICISHENE M 1995
ENLAEMA I CAS Y N OERICHELT
WBREIIC, 1998FLEETHEBRYEEIA
Mo=BFTOVREERRAINI,

Mr. Homma Masayoshi, former chairman of
Association Intemational des Critiques d'Art (AICA),
Japan, passed away of pancreatic cancer on October
10. He was 84.

Mr. Homma was born in Niigata prefecture in 1916.
After graduation from the University of Tokyo and
subsaquent military service, he taught at the
Saitama University. in 1953 he worked for the
National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo and became
deputy director of the museum and the first
director of the National Museum of Art, Osaka
consecutively. He then served as director of the
Museum of Modern Art, Saitama for nine years
since it was established until his retirement in 1991.
As pioneer he contributed to the development of
museums in Japan. His faimess and frankness of
nature endeared him to all. He published Japanese
Avant-garde in 1972 and Collected Essays and

Criticism on Modemn Artin 1988, and so on.

In 1962, he attended at Mexico Conference as a
member of Association Intemational des Critiques
d'Art for the first time. On that occasion he was 50
surprised and embarrassed at the confusion on the
floor caused by the political controversy about the
demand to release David Alfaro Siqueiros, a mural
painter, from prison. Although this experience made
him negative to hold the general conference in Japan
for long, he accomplished the first Tokyo Conference
in 1998 during his four-year term of chairman of
AICA, Japan from 1995.

(Tomiyama Hideo)
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